Dante’s Peak Movie Review
ATTENTION!  Student Volcanologists Needed!

The movie Dante’s Peak, dramatizes some real-world concerns faced by a small community located near an active volcano somewhere in Washington.  The movie portrays the roles of U.S. Geological Survey (USGS) scientists and local public officials during the re-awakening and eruption of this fictional volcano.  


After watching this action-packed movie, you are expected to use your expert knowledge about volcanoes to educate the public and make them aware of what is portrayed as scientifically accurate (and not so accurate) by the filmmakers.  Your job is to separate fact from fiction!

YOUR ASSIGNMENT:

The Los Angeles Times has asked you, as an expert volcanologist, to write a review of the movie for their readers.  In your review, you should discuss the following information listed the right:






1. A brief summary about the plot.  Include the following:

· First names of major characters and their roles.

· Mountain range and U.S. state Dante’s Peak belongs to.

· Explain which of the 3 types of volcano zones created Dante’s Peak.

· Explain what type of volcano Dante’s Peak is and how you know.
2. A scientific review of the movie.  Tell the public what is scientifically accurate in the movie and what is not from a volcanologists point of view. (Should have at least 10 things)
3. Discuss how many stars (out of 5) you would give the movie based on scientific accuracy.
4. Discuss what you liked the most and least about the movie.

5. Discuss how many thumbs up (out of 5) you would give the movie based on entertainment and enjoyment.

For the stars and thumbs up portion, you may cut this out and tape or glue to your paper.  You must shade them in according to your desired rating.





                             Scientific Accuracy  





                                Thumbs Up





Content needed�
Points Possible�
Points Earned�
�
A brief summary is written including the following:�
�
�
�
     Plot summary & Major characters/roles in the movie�
5�
�
�
     Gives the name of the mountain range and U.S. state Dante’s Peak belongs to�
2�
�
�
     Explains which volcano zone created Dante’s Peak�
1�
�
�
     Explains what type of volcano Dante’s Peak is and why�
2�
�
�
Scientific review is written including at least 10 things that are fact or fiction and a scientific explanation as to why each is fact or fiction is included  
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20�
�
�
A discussion about what you liked the most/least about the movie �
5�
�
�
A Scientific Accuracy star rating  AND a Thumbs Up rating is given based on the above discussion�
5�
�
�
�
�
Total Points�
40�
�
�






Grading Rubric
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