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Weathering Homework

1. Define:

Physical Weathering:

Chemical Weathering:

Frost Action:

Root Penetration:

2. What types of weathering can cause a car to age?  Be as specific as possible.

3. Describe what you would expect a rock to look like after being recently weathered by frost action. (Use descriptive adjectives such as smooth, rough, jagged, rounded, etc.)

4. If a cubic shaped rock was left in an energetic stream, how would you expect it to look after a few years?

5. What would you do to (or use on) a building to prevent it from weathering too quickly?

6.  What happens to a rock’s mineral composition during mechanical weathering?

7.  What is unloading? How does it contribute to weathering?

8.  How does chemical weathering affect the chemical compounds in rocks?

9.  Name two rock characteristics and two climate factors that affect the rate of weathering.

10.  The level of carbon dioxide in the atmosphere is increasing.  How might this affect the rate of chemical weathering of Earth’s surface rocks? Explain your reasoning. 

11.  Think about the following processes: dissolving a piece of rock salt in a pan of water and grinding a peach pit in a garbage disposal.  Which process is more like mechanical weathering and which process is more like chemical weathering?
